In the last number of the Glasgow Medical Journal a very interesting case was given of the " Effect of Fear on a Canary;" I beg to furnish, as somewhat analogous, a case of the effect of fear on a boy.
chest thrown well back, and his arms at the guard. His eyes were riveted on the policeman, and his countenance bore a look of abject terror. His arms, head, and neck were in a cataleptic condition; but when the policeman shifted his position, the whole of the boy's body moved puppet-like, so as to keep the policeman within visual range. When he was made to walk, his lower extremities seemed to move automatically. He was unconscious of all external impressions. His pupils were normal, pulse about 100, and respirations were scarcely perceptible.
He was taken into a room at hand, and the cause of his trepidation removed. As the policeman made his exit, the lad's eyes followed him to the door, and remained fixed on vacuity after he had gone. Everything was kept quiefy and calmative measures were resorted to. At the end of ten minutes his countenance gradually lost its rigidity, and gave place to a silly, expressionless grin. About half-an-hour after this, the spasmodic condition of his arms, head, and neck relaxed, and he soon after regained his senses.
For some little time he looked about confusedly, and then asked where he was. He remembered having been fighting, but did not know that he had been taken to the Police Office. He complained of headache and somnolence, but after half-an-hour's sleep, went to his own home quite well. As to the cataleptic condition : however predisposed I was to consider it sceptically, yet there was no doubt about the intense rigidity of the muscles, and it appeared to be involuntary.
